A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
twenty-five years of age, married, under the authority of her
father, Geoffrey, the son and heir of the feudal state of Anjou.
The family name of the house of Anjou was Plantagenet, from'
the bunch of heath which they wore as a badge. The Plan- •
tagenet was ten years younger than she was, and five years later
a boy was born to the couple and christened Henry. The birth
of this child was of the first importance. William Clito was
dead, killed in the siege of a city of Flanders; and the little
Henry Plantagenet when grown to manhood would be the
natural leader of the English and Norman barons, if he should
prove a good organizer and a good fighter. He was the grandson
of King Henry of England, the great-grandson of the Con-
queror, and everything pointed to him as the natural heir. But
when or if he should come to the English throne there would
arise a new realm greater than the old, having the county of
Anjou added to Maine and Normandy and England. Two years
after the birth of this boy, on December 2, 1135, Henry I died.
THE FEUDAL CHAOS
Stephen of Blois seizes the Throne. Nineteen years of
political confusion followed the death of Henry I, through the
conflicting claims of his daughter Matilda to the throne, and
those of her cousin Stephen of Blois. The confusion was
accompanied by a good deal of social misery, because the
absence of an admitted monarch strong enough to control the
great and to protect the weak always led to that, but this social
trouble has probably been exaggerated through the effect of one
rhetorical passage in the chronicles. We do, however, know
that unlicensed castles sprang up everywhere, many of them no
more than stockades, but each of them guaranteeing the inde-
pendence of some little local lord. There were hundreds of
these, and they testified to the chaos of the time. But society
was solidly organized, and the life of the ordinary peasant or
townsman went on much as it had under the undivided rule of
the Conqueror and his sons.
There were three episodes in these nineteen years, and the issue
of each of them as well as the final issue really depended upon
the great Churchmen. The bishops were barons, many of them
closely related to the great lay nobles, and the Church was the
one coherent governing unit in that society. Of the two can-
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